
Waitlist FAQs 

Why does the BHA have a waitlist? 

The need for affordable housing in the greater Bloomington area exceeds the number of public housing 

units available and number of vouchers the Bloomington Housing Authority (BHA) is able to allocate. 

Therefore, waitlists for programs are established to effectively and fairly allocate housing to applicants 

based on preference points and date of application. 

How can I check my status on the waitlist? 

Checking status on the waitlist can be done two ways. Applicants can access the Public Housing or 

Housing Choice Voucher (HCV or Section 8) waiting list by clicking on the “How to Obtain Housing” 

tab on the BHA website homepage. Then, on the new page click “Waitlist” on the left sidebar. Choose the 

appropriate waitlist. 

Applicants can locate their rank by the last four digits of their Social Security number and first two letters 

of their first name.  

Another option is to check the waitlists in person. Both the PH and HCV/Section 8 waitlists are posted in 

the front lobby at our main office (1007 North Summitt Street) during normal business hours. 

What are the preference points? How do they affect my waitlist rank? 

 

Public Housing & HCV (Section 8) 

 

Preferences Point 

Value 

Reside in Monroe County 4 

Reside in surrounding counties of 

Owen, Greene, Lawrence, Brown or 

Morgan 

3 

Current members of the U.S. Military 

or surviving spouse of a veteran 

1 

Household with elderly or disabled 

individual 

1 

Applicant families whose head and 

spouse, or sole member, are elderly or 

disabled 

2 

Applicants working thirty-five (35) 

hours or more per week 

2 

Applicants working twenty (20) to 

thirty-four (34) hours per week 

1 

 

The BHA established local preferences to give priority to serving families that meet those criteria. The 

waitlist order is descending from highest number of preference points to lowest.  

http://bhaindiana.net/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1007+N+Summitt+St,+Bloomington,+IN+47404/@39.1750633,-86.5481114,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x886c6725710e5f9d:0xd1e54a5ce7b263be


How often is the waitlist updated?  

The waitlists, both online and in the BHA office lobby, are updated during the first week of the month. 

Are the PH and HCV (Section 8) waitlists separate?  

Yes, these programs have varying availability and requirements.  

How long is the wait? 

It depends. The amount of time an applicant household stays on the waitlist varies based on a number of 

factors. One of the factors is preference points as the applicant with the most points will be at the top of 

the waitlist as compared to those with fewer points. For the Public Housing program, new households can 

be admitted pending the turnover of units.  

Local preferences and waiting list - what are they and how do they affect me?  

Since the demand for housing assistance often exceeds the limited resources available to HUD and the 

local housing agencies, long waiting periods are common. In fact, a PHA may close its waiting list when 

it has more families on the list than can be assisted in the near future. 

What should I do if my address, phone number or family composition changed, or if I made an 

error on my application? 

If you need to update your application, you could to come to the BHA office located at 1007 North 

Summitt Street, Bloomington, IN 47404 to fill out an update form at the reception desk. The Admissions 

Update Form is available on the BHA website and can be printed, filled out and then submitted in person 

or mailed to the above address.  

If I am on the Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Wait List, can I also be on the public housing Wait 

List? 

Yes. Eligible applicants can apply for both programs and be on different waitlists are the same time as 

long as the waitlist is open. 

I am on the Public Housing “inactive list”. What does this mean, and how can I move to active 

application status? 

Required information or verifications were not submitted timely. Verifications could include landlord 

references, pending background checks or other information requested from the BHA as listed in a letter. 

http://bhaindiana.net/pdfs/Interim_Change111111111111111.pdf
http://bhaindiana.net/pdfs/Interim_Change111111111111111.pdf
http://www.bhaindiana.net/

