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Sherry Clay, Resident Council President, is 
passionate about making a difference in the 
BHA community, where she lives and serves. 
Sherry has a long history with this community, 
and it is dear to her heart. At the age of 4, 
Sherry’s family moved into the Crestmont 
neighborhood. For the next 20 years, Sherry 
lived in the Crestmont area. Her mother worked 
for Monroe County United Ministries for many 
years, serving the community in many different 

capacities. 

Sherry learned at a young 
age just how powerful it could 
be when people support one 
another. 

 Sherry talks about a time when she was a 
child and neighbors often joined her family for 
dinner. It began when her mother would make 
homemade spaghetti with the windows open. 
Sherry describes how the neighbors would smell 
the food cooking and slowly stop by to join them 
for dinner. Before long, many neighbors began 
joining them regularly and bringing items to 
pitch in for the meals. She describes the kind 
of atmosphere where you could go to your 
neighbor’s door and borrow a stick of butter if you 
ran out. 

It was more like a family 
than a neighborhood.

 After moving away as an adult, Sherry found 

herself in a situation that had her in a very low 
and challenging place. She returned to the 
Crestmont community in 2013. Upon returning, 
Sherry discovered that the BHA Resident Council 
(BHARC) would be holding an election to fill the 
office of President. Sherry decided that she would 
run for BHARC President to reacquaint herself 
with the community and to learn more about 
what was going on in the neighborhood. Sherry 
was elected as president of BHARC and began 
identifying goals for the council. 

Sherry says that her biggest 
priority in joining the council 
was to help ensure that the 
community felt safe.

 Secondly, she wanted to focus on creating an 
involved council that worked together to serve 
the community. Under Sherry’s leadership, the 
Resident Council has flourished. Sherry discusses 
how BHARC has successfully coordinated the 
Crestmont Food Pantry on a weekly basis and has 
become increasingly more involved in the annual 
BHA events. BHARC supports events like Back-to-
School Bash, BHA Family Night Out, and Wonder 
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Women events each year. Most recently BHARC  
has established a non-food pantry to help fill 
the gap of household needs at the end of each 
month. Outside of BHA activities, the resident 
council partnered with Toys-for-Tots for the last 
two years to coordinate the event for Monroe 
County. 

 “I don’t want people to see 
these things as us giving 
people a ‘hand-out,’” she 
says, “but it’s a hand up to 
empower people so they can 
succeed.”

 When asked about her goals for the future of 
the community, Sherry shares her vision openly. 
She is passionate about bringing back the 
sense of community that she grew up with. She 
discusses that, at that time,

 “Everyone looked out for 
everyone; you didn’t have just 
one ‘mom’ in the community.” 

She shares her vision for a community that 
helps one another with little things, like youth 
helping the elderly with trash or snow removal, 
and adults looking out for children.  Sherry is 

sincere in saying,

 “Looking out for your 
neighbors is not being a 
‘snitch,’ but it’s protecting the 
neighborhood.” 

This is the message she wants to send to the 
community. Supporting one another is not 
weakness, it is strength. As the leader of the 
Resident Council, Sherry offers the opportunity to 
be a sounding board for community concerns and 
vows to address concerns with BHA management 
in a way that protects residents and empowers a 
healthy and safe community. 

 Sherry says that she is delighted with the life 
she leads now. She feels purposeful in her role 
with the Resident Council. In addition to her 
office on the Council, Sherry also serves on the 
BHA Board of Commissioners as the Resident 
Commissioner. Sherry has worked to develop 
strong partnerships with community groups and 
individuals that bring support and resources to 

the BHA community. Sherry says adamantly, 

“I tell my story to show 
people that if you don’t 
like your life and you’re 
determined, you can have a 
better life.” 

 Sherry extends an invitation to each resident 
to participate in the Resident Council community 
meetings. All BHA residents who are in good 
standing with the BHA and 18 years of age or 
older, are considered eligible members of the 
Resident Council. You can join the BHARC board 
for monthly community meetings on the third 
Wednesday of each month at 4:30 pm in the 
Crestmont Community Building.
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Summer Camps
Are you looking forward to 
summer? So are we! That’s why we 
have designed an entire catalog 
just for you! In the Summer Camps 
catalog, you’ll find sport, art, career, 
design, computer, and adventure 
camps! 

It’s based on first come, first serve 
because of limited funds. So act 
fast!

Are you interested? Call Tara Todd 
at 812-339-3491 or email at ttodd@
blha.net.

Sole Purpose - Shoe 
drive

Sole Purpose is a Back to School 
Shoe Drive provided by IU Health., 
Ministry Network. Come in and 
apply in the office or online at: 
http://www.bhaindiana.net/
solepurpose/

All students must be on a BHA 
Public Housing Lease.

Call Tara and sign up over the 
phone! 812-339-3491 x 115

Sign up by June 1, 2018!

Family Night out
A night filled with free popcorn, 
popsicles, pizza, games, and 
entertainment! The perfect 
Family Night Out.

June 13, 4pm-7pm

Summit Street, between Monroe 
and 13th Street, will be closed 
on the day of the event between 
from 1pm-8pm. All vehicles must 
be moved by 1:00pm. 

Have questions? Contact Tara Todd, Resident Service Coordinator, at 
812-339-3491 Ext. 115 or email at ttodd@blha.net

SUMMER
CAMPS

What’s in the
spotlight

FAMILYNight OutFAMILYNight Out
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Cougar encounter
Cougar Encounter 2018 is the 
first step in your orientation to 
Bloomington High School North. 
It is a one-day orientation for 
incoming ninth graders that is led 
by the Cougar Leader program, 
a group of Bloomington North 
students and teachers.

Bloomington High School North 
Friday, August 3rd
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
(registration begins at 8:30)
Registration Open Now Through 
July 30th.
Scholarships available!

We want to keep you up to date on all that’s 
happening at BHA! We’ll send you reminders 
and the BHA banner but we promise to not 
flood your email. We respect your privacy!

Panther Preview
Class of 2021– This is the first step 
of your high school career at 
Bloomington High School South.  
Panther Preview is a one day 
orientation program for incoming 
9th grade students that is led by 
a group of students who will be 
your Panther Leaders and BHSS 
staff.

Bloomington High School South
Friday, August 3.

Registration Open Now Through 
July 30th.
            
Scholarships available!

A new class for older adults! It’s a 6 week 
class that meets once a week.

Beginning June 20
11:30-1:30pm, Community Building

Socialize, learns new recipes, and get a 
free gift and a snack at each session!

Back to school bash
Walnut Woods: Wednesday 
July 25, 2018

Crestmont/Reverend Butler: 
August 1, 2018.

Have questions or want to sign up? Contact Tara Todd, Resident Service 
Coordinator, at 812-339-3491 Ext. 115 or email at ttodd@blha.net

Crestmont

August 1

BASH!Back to school

Save the date!

&

Update your email!
Email ttodd@blha.net with your name!
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Where am I and/or my guests allowed 
to smoke?

Smoking is prohibited on BHA Property. HUD regulations 
requires Housing Authorities to restrict smoking at least 
25 ft. from any entrance to any building.   Because of the 
structure of our properties, there is no area that would fit 
within that distance and therefore smoking is prohibited 
on BHA Property. However, the city sidewalks and streets 
are not BHA property. If you have questions about which 
sidewalks and streets are city owned please call the BHA 

office for clarity.

If I smoke will I lose my housing?
It is not illegal to smoke and you will not lose your housing 

if you do. The policy states you may not smoke on BHA 
property and that includes inside public housing units, 
on your porch, in the parking lot, community areas or 

anywhere else on BHA Property. If you smoke in these areas 
you will be subject to lease termination.

What can I do if I want to quit smoking?
Please contact the Housing Authority. The Housing 

Authority can connect you to programs to help you quit.

Can I use electronic or e-cigarettes in 
the unit or on BHA property?

Yes. HUD regulations did not ban electronic cigarettes as 
part of the no smoking rule and the BHA did not choose to 

ban electronic cigarettes.

Will I be responsible or blamed for the 
cigarette butts in my yard?

Yes.  You are responsible for your porch/yard area.  You 
are also responsible for the behavior of your guests.  If the 
Housing Authority observes cigarette butts in your yard or 
on your porch we will assume it is because either you or 

your guest are smoking on the property.

Is tobacco the only banned product?
No.  Any product which has to be lit to use is banned.  

The rule covering public housing forbids cigarettes, cigars, 
pipes and hookahs (or water pipes) but not electronic 
cigarettes from being smoked in all living units, indoor 

common areas, administrative offices and all outdoor areas 
within 25 feet of housing and office buildings.

Are there any designated smoking 
areas?

No.  Smoking is banned from all BHA property. 

No Smoking
Policy FAQ

For more policy details: http://www.
bhaindiana.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/
Smoke-Free-PH-Policy_06082017.pdf
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New Computer Lab hours!
We are now offering beginning of the week morning hours in 

our computer lab! We hope that you can now access the lab 
even more! Effective May 1st, 2018!

Lab hours:
Tuesday 9am-12pm
Thursday 1pm-3pm

No Friday Lab

Nurse Family Partnership
A program offered by IU Health Community Health supporting 
Greene, Lawrence, Monroe, Orange and Owen counties. Call for 
assistance 812.353.3200.
One expectant mom. One nurse. Partnering together for a 
healthy pregnancy and baby. 

Goals: healthier pregnancy, healthier baby, and improved life 
and self-sufficiency. Enroll in Nurse-Family Partnership and 
receive free education, coaching and resources. There is no cost 
to participate. Nurses meet you where you are and guide your 
growth as a new mother!

Amnesty Day
Bring your damaged items to the BHA community room!

June 20, 1:00pm-3:30pm

Items that can be exchanged:
Window blinds
Smoke alarms
Fire extinguishers
Light bulbs
Sink and tub stopper
Furnace filters

Amnesty Day
June  20

1:00 - 3:30 PM

BHaRC Community Meeting
Join us at our next meeting!

 
Come and make your voice heard!

May 16th at 4:30PM

Resident 
Council 
Meeting

CRESTMONT COMMUNITY 
BUILDING

New Crestmont Computer
Lab Hours!

Tuesday 9am-12pm Thursday 1pm-3pm
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SAFETY WHILE AT THE POOL
Take Steps to Stay Safe Around Water
Swimming is the most popular summer activity. 

One of the best things you can do to help your family 
stay safe is to enroll in age-appropriate swim lessons. 
Designed for those ages six months to adult, Red 
Cross swim lessons help set the stage for a lifetime of 
water safety by equipping you with the knowledge 
and skills needed to help you and your loved ones 
swim safely and with confidence. Contact the Training 
Support Center at 1-800-RED-CROSS or support@
redcrosstraining.org.

Follow these safety actions whenever you are in, on or 
around water.

• Make Water Safety Your Priority
• Swim in designated areas supervised by lifeguards.
• Always swim with a buddy; do not allow anyone 

to swim alone. Even at a public pool or a lifeguarded 
beach, use the buddy system!

• Ensure that everyone in the family learns to swim 
well. Enroll in age-appropriate Red Cross water 
orientation and Learn-to-Swim courses.

• Never leave a young child unattended near water 
and do not trust a child’s life to another child; teach 
children to always ask permission to go near water.

• Have young children or inexperienced swimmers 
wear U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets around 
water, but do not rely on life jackets alone.

• Establish rules for your family and enforce them 
without fail. For example, set limits based on each 
person’s ability, do not let anyone play around drains 
and suction fittings, and do not allow swimmers to 
hyperventilate before swimming under water or have 
breath-holding contests.

• Even if you do not plan on swimming, be cautious 
around natural bodies of water including ocean 
shorelines, rivers and lakes. Cold temperatures, currents 
and underwater hazards can make a fall into these 
bodies of water dangerous.

• If you go boating, wear a life jacket! Most boating 

fatalities occur from drowning.
• Avoid alcohol use. Alcohol impairs judgment, 

balance and coordination; affects swimming and diving 
skills; and reduces the body’s ability to stay warm.

Prevent Unsupervised Access to the Water
• Install and use barriers around your home pool or 

hot tub. Safety covers and pool alarms should be added 
as additional layers of protection.

• Ensure that pool barriers enclose the entire pool 
area, are at least 4-feet high with gates that are self-
closing, self-latching and open outward, and away from 
the pool. The latch should be high enough to be out of 
a small child’s reach.

• If you have an above-ground or inflatable pool, 
remove access ladders and secure the safety cover 
whenever the pool is not in use.

• Remove any structures that provide access to 
the pool, such as outdoor furniture, climbable trees, 
decorative walls and playground equipment.

• Keep toys that are not in use away from the pool 
and out of sight. Toys can attract young children to the 
pool.

Maintain Constant Supervision
• Actively supervise kids whenever around the water—

even if lifeguards are present. Do not just drop your 
kids off at the public pool or leave them at the beach—
designate a responsible adult to supervise.

• Always stay within arm’s reach of young children 
and avoid distractions when supervising children 
around water.

Know What to Do in an Emergency. If a child is 
missing, check the water first. Seconds count in 
preventing death or disability.

• Know how and when to call 9-1-1 or the local 
emergency number.

• If you own a home pool or hot tub, have appropriate 
equipment, such as reaching or throwing equipment, a 
cell phone, life jackets and a first aid kit.

• Enroll in Red Cross home pool safety, water safety, 
first aid and CPR/AED courses to learn how to prevent 
and respond to emergencies.

W H I L E  AT  T H E  P O O L
SAFETY
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Sundays:
Truth Tabernacle

11-1pm

Sunday Sack 
Lunches 12-1pm

Last day- May 27th

Mondays:
TASC 12-3pm

Tuesdays:
Sherwood Oaks 

Panera Bread Giveaway
5-8pm

TASC 12-3pm

Bun 2-3 @ 
Boys & Girls Club

Computer Lab
9am-12pm

Wednesdays:
TASC 12-3pm

Crestmont
Bookmobile

4:00pm-5:15pm

Thursdays:
Computer Lab

1-3pm

Food Pantry 
Sign in: 3pm
Starts: 4pm

Fridays:
Truth Tabernacle

7:30pm

Saturdays:
Walnut Woods  

Bookmobile 
2:30-3pm

WEEKLY EVENTS

Special Events
DAYS CLOSED:

May 8th: Election Day
May 28th: Memorial Day

MCCSC Last Day
May 29th

Mega Men
May 7th 6pm

Non-Food Pantry
Crestmont Community Building

May 25th
4pm-5pm

Panera Bread 
Giveaway

Every Tuesday from 5-8pm
All walk-ins welcome.

BHARC Community 
Meeting

May 16 4:30pm
Community Building
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